Weekly Devotional 5-15-2011 Enduring Trials – Keeping Values
The book of James is thought to be written before 49 A.D. It is written to the Christian Jews (James 1:1). James the writer is thought to be the half brother of Jesus in the New Testament, this is believed by most scholars. James was skeptical of Jesus while Jesus was alive but was he converted when he became an eyewitness of the Resurrection (1 Cor. 15:7). James had assumed a prominent position in the Church around A.D. 49 (The Jerusalem Counsel Acts 15) which coincides with the writing of this book. James writes in the literature of wisdom and the prophetic teachings given by the prophets and Jesus.
 
In James 1:12-15, this section begins in verse 12 with a blessing for being faithful and ends in verse 15 with death from sin. The theory of the relative position of James to his hearers about sin, along with the equivalence of death is echoed throughout the Old and New Testament. The context immediately before is James 1:1-11 where James appeals to the people and the trials they struggle with. The context immediately after is James 1:16-27 where James explains to them how a righteous Christian should display themselves and what they should do.
The pericope starts out in verse 12 with “Blessed” which is found throughout the New Testament and taught by Jesus at the Sermon on the Mount. The Greek word μακάριος (blessed) is the same word used in Matt. 5:3-11; Luke 12:43; Romans 4:8 meaning literally blessed or happy. In verse 12 James explains that “the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the “crown of life” which God has promised to those who love him” (ESV). The phrases “remains steadfast and stood the test” means to stand your ground, endure, bear up and persevere. Likewise, the KJV coins the phrase “endureth temptation” in verse 12, but also in verse 2. These two verses with the same connotation have two different outcomes. In verse 12 James writes that the endurance of temptation brings a blessing from God; the blessing being “the crown of life.” Revelation 2:10 is the only other place in the New Testament where “crown of life” is used and it is also closely related to temptation and standing the test. Equally important, in verse 2 James is saying that “temptation” should be regarded as opportunity and a cause for joy because it works their faith and brings forth patience, but this is also a call for confidence in God’s sovereignty. In verse 13 James is telling the people that they cannot say “I am being tempted by God; for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one.” Jesus was tested in the wilderness by God but was tempted by Satan. Jesus taught us that when we pray we are to appeal to God, “lead us not into temptation” we request that God in His providence will not allow us into circumstances where our hearts may be weak. This is a very important theological point James is making here. However, if God does allow it, the testing of that weakness will make us stronger if we do not give in as James explains in verses 2 and 3 of the immediate context. 

In verse 14 and 15 of the pericope is the final warning of “sin and death.” James explains to the Jewish Christian and non-Christian alike that each of them is tempted by the lust of their own hearts and desires. The word desire here in the Greek is ἐπιθυμία meaning lust and is also used in 1st Timothy 6:9, 2 Peter 3:3 and Jude 1:6. Every man/woman is personally responsible for their own sin by the consent of their own will. 

The pericope is clearly marked off from the other sections of the chapter. The immediate verses before are verses 1-11 the section I call “Trials.” James starts off addressing this to the twelve tribes scattered abroad and encourages them to stand strong in the testing of their faith and with that patience will be developed (v. 2-4). He is telling them that when their character is tested it is an opportunity for moral discipline and improvement, which this student of the Bible understands better than anything. Throughout the beginning of the immediate context of verses 1-11 James uses metaphors such as in verse 6, “the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind,” speaking of the double-minded man. In verse 10 “the flower of the grass, he will pass away” and verse 11, “the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass,” James uses these metaphors because the people can literally relate to them and so can we. This is a form of wisdom literature that James uses throughout this book. 
The pericope then transitions to the third section which I have titled “Hearing and Doing the Word.” verses 16-27. In verse 16 again James encourages the listeners to “not be deceived” and in verse 17 he states that all “good gifts and perfect gifts come from the Father of lights…that they are the firstfruits of his creatures.” The reference “Father of lights” is referring to the all creative God who created the heavens and the earth and brought them (the people) forth into life also. In verses 19-27 James is saying that the right spirit of a Christian is to hear and do; a receptive spirit is not all sufficient there must be action also. James is calling them to receive and to give in that reception is truly the light and love of God.

The first section “Trials” and consists of James 1:1-11. In this section, James is telling the people of the importance of dealing with affliction from the standpoint of faith. The second section “Test of Faith” and consists of James 1:12-15. In this section, James is explaining the blessing and curses of doubting God in relation to their own choices. The third and final section “Hearing and Doing the Word” and consists of James 1:16-27. In this section, James explains the crucial relationship between being just hearers of the Word and actively participating in the obedience of following through with the teachings of Jesus, but also the created order of God. 


This chapter is clearly written to the Jewish Christians, however it was most likely heard in mixed churches which consisted of Jews and Gentiles. In today’s society we can read James message and completely relate it to the modern world we live in. Our culture is full of sin and temptation, struggles and trials and all temptation to lose faith. In our churches there are very devout Christians and not so faithful Christians, but all of whom are still in church. This theological message can be understood by both diverse groups. James’ allusions to sin, in theory, seem incredible to the Christian community. The object of the message is to warn them and us against the various sins and evil temptations of which we are in danger of. We can take this instruction from James and apply it to the various points of Christian morality. Our aim from studying James should be to focus on others, take the site off of self and avoid all places wherein we might be tempted. We should as Paul wrote: “Study to show yourselves approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of God” (2nd Timothy 2:15 KJV).

