Weekly Devotional 4-10-2011 Trusting GOD
A beautiful garden is an inviting sight to walk in and be at peace. I love walking out into the field in the middle of fall when the grass has lost its green and is knee high and the tops are bristled with the ever so slight shades of purple waving in the wind. Though the green is gone, the beauty is still there on top, the color dancing in the sun’s shining light. So our lives go, we have seasons where the color may disappear, but if we search deep down in our hearts and open our eyes the colors of light still shine through. Darkness never takes away light; it only makes the light more magnificent. If you are in a dark room and you light a lighter, it is the fires glow that cast the shadows dancing on the wall, not the darkness; it is the light that magnifies. Just like our lives when things may seem to be at the very darkest and you cannot lift your head to see the light, it is there; it is all around, you just have to open your eyes and your heart to see it. God has cast a light into all of us; just as a goldsmith would cast a pot, that light is the Holy Spirit, Jesus Himself (Acts 1:8). If you have faith nothing can keep you in the pit, in the black coals, because light outshines darkness (Matthew 17:20). It is when you lose your faith, or choose to throw it away that your light burns out. Nevertheless, take this thought to mind we cannot lose what is truly ours and we cannot lose that which doesn’t belong to us in the first place, so where is the loss?
Most of the time we don’t see our purpose because we are looking at what we see as our desires or our problems; our focus is on what we think we need, or what we feel we need. God’s intention is for our focus to be on Him. His purpose and focus is totally on what He wants for us, which is practically never what we feel we need or want for ourselves. Do not live on feelings for they will deceive you; they are not the total intention of what is best for you. Ask God, listen, trust, and wait, your season will come if you are faithful, and don’t be hating on others good seasons. Be specific in your prayers to God; pray with thanksgiving always being mindful of what you do have (Philippians 4:6). This means being thankful in all things and believing that God is there with you. In your life there will still be mountains, valleys, hardships, these bring forth strength, faith, and character building. In Psalms 32:7-9 (NIV) David wrote:

 7You are my hiding place;

you will protect me from trouble

and surround me with songs of deliverance.       Selah 

8I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;

I will counsel you and watch over you. 

9Do not be like the horse or the mule,

which have no understanding

but must be controlled by bit and bridle

or they will not come to you. 

10Many are the woes of the wicked,

but the Lord’s unfailing love

surrounds the man who trusts in him. 

I think of the story of Joshua in the Old Testament book of Joshua. This story of Joshua is our story. The difference between Joshua’s days and these days is that we find ourselves confronted with different circumstance, transitional experiences and our own modern day giants to fight. In our modern world we have so many distractions, television, automobiles, our jobs, our family lives; the times we live in are not even comparative with the days of Joshua’s. Joshua stayed faithful to God believing when all seem doomed and impossible God would make a way. The lesson we need to learn from Joshua is to fight the good fight as an instrument and not the object, and stay in faith. The fight is still the same; it is the fight between good and evil. Satan is constantly lurking around every corner to see whom he can trick, manipulate and cheat, (1st Peter 5:8), into believing that they have to fight this fight, that it is up to them and the struggle is theirs. This is not so, God has said many times in the Bible through prophets, “The battle belongs to the LORD” (Revelations 16:14).
Are you battling something? Does the mountain seem too large? Do you feel like you are in darkness? Are you trying to fight the fight alone? Don’t try on your own any longer, turn it over to God! Pray to Him with all your heart and then wait ("Be still, and know that I am God; Psalm 46:10) don’t stop praying God’s timing is not ours; the answer will come when He knows you are prepared and trusting in Him completely. Let God’s Light be your Sunshine today!
